
July 3, 2020 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

We are ready to welcome you back! 

We will resume weekly worship Sunday Services in the nave at 10:00 am beginning this 
coming week, Sunday, July 12, 2020. Please note the service time change. 

We are requiring masks be worn in the building as currently recommended by the CDC, the 
Commonwealth and our Synod for faith communities.  We understand that there are strong 
feelings over masks. We are choosing to act with an abundance of care, and ask you remember 
Jesus’ call to act toward one another with love. We will have some masks available, but expect 
that by now people will have acquired masks.  

 
The SARS-CoV-2/COVID-19 pandemic is an evolving situation so the plans we make today 
could change depending on new information and circumstances.  We also have a comprehensive 
list of health and safety guidelines that we will be adhering to as a congregation (guided by the 
CDC, our local and state health departments, as well as the Northeastern Pa Synod).   

We hope you will feel free to shelter in place, wherever that place is, if you are not comfortable 
with in-person gatherings for whatever reason.  We especially affirm your decision if you fall 
into an “at risk” category. We realize that attending is a personal decision and we will respect 
each other’s need to practice self-care. 

We ask that you stay home if you have the following symptoms: cough, fever, loss of sense of 
smell or taste, shortness of breath, sore throat, muscle aches, flu-like symptoms, or simply feel 
unwell. 

We ask that you self-quarantine from in-house worship for fourteen days, if you’ve recently 
traveled to a high risk area as defined by CDC, or if you have been exposed to COVID-19.   

To practice universal good hygiene while you are here: use hand sanitizer frequently, wash your 
hands for 20-seconds, cough or sneeze into your elbow, avoid touching your face (eyes, nose and 
mouth).   
We will continue to get word out through email, website, and Facebook pages.   
  
Please continue to check for updates and communications.  

Please do your best to be flexible, in that we will have some changes to the normal practice of how 
we have Church Services.  

And for our church, here is what we are planning for the Sunday Services, in order to keep the 6 ft. 
distancing.   



Please read it over so that you will get the gist of it ahead of time. 
1. Alternate pews will be roped off and are marked for not sitting in.  

2. Family units need to sit 6 feet from the next family unit.  (A family unit is considered those who 

live together in a household.  It may be 1 person, 2 persons, or a family with several children.) 

3. For the immediate future, we will have the Service of the Word. There will not be Holy 
Communion at this time. 

4. You may enter the Church from two designated doors. The ramp door from the parking lot 
and the entrance door off Bradford Street into the old narthex. All other doors will be locked. 

5. The worship service will be printed in its entirely in the bulletin. Hymns included. 

6. We ask when you arrive, to please enter the nave immediately and not congregate so that we 
maintain social distancing. 

7. We also ask that you arrive by 9:50 so that we can be ready to go online promptly at 9:58. 

8. Hand Sanitizer Stations will be available near each entrance. 
9. We will refrain from physical contact. We will have a no-contact peace. There will be an offering 

sta7on to received 7thes and offerings at the back of the church.    

10. Dismissal will be done after we go offline and members will be dismissed with the help of 
the ushers. Please do not congregate inside the building as we dismiss to maintain social 
distancing. 

Finally keep this in mind: the world is watching. As the gathered as the Body of Christ and as 
individual believers, what we do, what we say and how we say it in response to this pandemic is 
a reflection on Christ, His church, this congregation, and our faith. We are witnesses – may the 
world see Christ in and through us.  

In Christian Service, 

Thomas F. Rieger 

Council President


